DECLARATION OF AMANDA M. HANLON
AMANDA M. HANLON, declares under penalty of perjury under the laws of the state
of New York,

My Background
1.

I am a citizen of the state of New York, and I currently reside with my family in

Niagara Falls, NY. I am the legal custodian of plaintiff Baby C.E.
2.

I am a lifelong resident of Niagara Falls, raising my family in the same

community that I was raised.

I have eye-witnessed how opioids have both devastated and

burdened families in my community and I, too, am bearing the burdens associated with opioids.
3.

I have seen with my own eyes that prescription opioids hurt babies, their moms,

and their families. If I could tell every woman, like me who are at risk for hurting their unborn
babies, of how bad opioids are, I would. This injunction will tell every woman what they need to
know right when they need most to know it, with the doctor present. I hope this motion is
granted.
4.

I graduated high-school and began working full-time as a receptionist with a local

manufacturer until I took my current job as the office manager for a local landscaping business
owned by my cousin. The hours of my current full-time job are flexible, which helps me in
raising my four children as a single parent.
5.

I have three daughters: Harmony, 17; Isabella, 15; and Addison, 5. I also have one

boy, Baby C.E., who I obtained custody of with the consent of his birth mother and father and
pursuant to court order. Baby C.E. was born on July 14, 2017 and will be 2 in a few months, and
I have been his sole caretaker and custodian since before he left the hospital.

14.

Jennifer admitted to me that she was taking Xanax that she had been prescribed

following emotional distraught in connection with a child that was, sadly, stillborn. I am aware
that Jennifer has also taken, variously, heroin, clozapine, suboxone, subutex and methadone.
Jennifer's problem with Xanax, heroin and other drugs is known to her family and, obviously, I
also knew that she was taking these drugs in the months leading up and including while she was
pregnant with Baby C.E.
15.

Jennifer began to find herself being arrested for petty crimes leading, inevitably,

to her incarceration. In fact, Jennifer was in her third trimester when she was incarcerated for
shoplifting and, sadly, returned to county jail shortly following Baby C.E.'s birth on July 14,
2017. I also know that she has been incarcerated during the past 2 years; in fact, Jennifer was
incarcerated when her daughter Zoe was born, in Augnst 2018, and was returned jail shortly after
her birth.
16.

Brian is an absentee dad and provides no support for his children. Shortly before

Baby C.E, was born in July, 2017, Brandi literally moved into my home; Brandi had been living
with her mom, Danica, along with Brian Jr. whom, by this time, Danica had obtained custody of.
Aunt Brandi continued to regularly bring Brian Jr. along with her whenever Brandi was visiting
Harmony at my home, almost daily.
The Complicated Birth of Baby C.E.
17.

Baby C.E. was born in Women's Children Hospital in Buffalo, New York, and he

was diagnosed at birth v,'.ith neonatal abstinence syndrome ("NAS").
18.He spent a total of 2 weeks at the hospital, with the first 5 days in skilled nursing;
this hospital did not have a neonatal intensive care unit (NICU).

24.

I arranged my home for Baby C.E.'s arrival upon discharge from the hospital.

Brandi, now 17 years old, was also living with us.
25.

I was advised by CPS that it was unable to get a straight story from Jennifer or

from Brian regarding the proper care and custody of Baby C.E.
26.

CPS appeared at my home while Brian was also there. CPS explained to us that it

was unable to get a clear story regarding who was responsible for caring for Baby C.E.. CPS
advised me and Brian that CPS was not approving having Brandi, a 17 year old, becoming
custodian of Baby C.E. Brian was passive and non-comital. When CPS inquired whether or not
I would be interested in obtaining custody of Baby C.E. I said 'yes'. Brian was present and he
also consented before CPS to my obtaining custody of Baby C.E. Brian also told CPS and me
that he could get Jennifer to consent as well. CPS advised me that I could file a petition with the
court for custody of Baby C.E., and I did, with the consent of both Jennifer and Brian and
pursuant to court order.
Baby C.E.'s Difficult Development

27.Baby C.E. has needed physical and occupational therapies since birth, which continue
today and, more likely than not, well into his future and adulthood. Baby C.E. is, for example,
struggling with issues with problem solving and motor skills.
28.

A visiting nurse was assigned to visit Baby C.E. to provide him with physical and

occupational therapy, and to examine him to ensure that he was steadily gaining weight.
29.The visiting nurse examined Baby C.E. weekly for the first month and, thereafter every
2 weeks and, thereafter, IX every 3 weeks; the frequency was reduced in response to Baby C.E. 's
steady weight gains and, ultimately, was discontinued after six months.

W H E R E FORE, I declare that the foregoing ,is tr.ue and accurate and respectfully request that
this court grant the relief sought
DATED:

Buffalo, New York
March 26, 2019
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AMANDA M. HANLON, decl,u-ant

